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IS PREPAREDNESS BLIND ALLEY AIVIONG PATHS TO PEACE?
Prof. Scott Nearing, Who Is Known for His Radical Opinions, Uncovers

What He Believes to Be the Real Germs of War and
Presents His Plan for Their Destruction

Whether or not one agrees with Prof. Scott Netting, his opinions
are interesting. In the following article he draws aome lessons from
the great war. They are, of course, the conclusions of a man who Is
opposed to preparedness and who believes that the present economic
system is largely wrong, but they are worth reading if only because
tney present tne suojeci trom an unusual point 01 view. rror. nearing
first came into national prominence when he was dropped from the

aching stall of tne university ot Pennsylvania on account ot bis
vocacy ot tne tree speecn issue in aenance or tne tacuity.

tly PROF. SCOTT NEARING.

hall It Be War or Peace?
in theory and in practice

BOTH American democracy hae
its face toward liberty, Jus-

tice and righteousness Ideal that are
moit easily reached by travellers who
take the paths of peace. The point was
well stated by the Iresldent In h
speech at Pittsburg (January 29, 1916):
"America is nothing if it consists mere-

ly of each ot us: it Is something only
It it consists of all ot us, and It cannot
consist of all of us unless our spirits
are banded together in a common en-

terprise. That common enterprise Is

the enterprise of liberty and justice and

days before, in New York, the
President had said: "In all the belliger-
ent countries men without dl Unction of
party havo drawn together to accom-

plish a successful prosecution of the
war. Is it not a more difficult and a
more desirable thing that all Ameri-
cana should pu partisan preposses-
sions aaldo and draw together for the
successful prosecution of pence? I
civet that distinction for America,
ana I believe that America is going to

rUby that distinction."
"liberty and Justice and right are to

the cornerstone of peace, and
America Is to the builder of an en-
during temple In her honor. This

founded on the proposition
tmtt all men aro created free and equal,
lands flrst for thoso things that lead

toward the equalizing of opportunity.
with like fervor the democracy Btnmls
against all things that point toward
tjxanny, despotism and vested right.

America cannot be true to herself
5'd prepare for war. She cannot live

(Jg'io tho Ideals of her democracy on
any" other than a peace basis. Mllltnr- -

IJfltf and military aggression aro alike
4a far from tho hearts or tne common
people of the United States as the
East Is far from the West.

Tlie man who urges tho United States
to nrennrn fnr war Is false to nil that la
Stghcst and llnest In American life.
Qnjy ho who desires to prepare for
Igece is a truo American.

II. Signboards That Point To
ward War.

.inhere are social differences and dif
farencos In Ideals. Yes, and there arc
ttfferenccs In race, In language and in

redlglon. But here nre no necessary
cfcutes of war. They are handy Instru- -

merits for tho development of hatred
and tear.
"Differences In race, nationality,

and religion do not make wars
lfihe twentieth century. They help,
fill- - they are not at the bottom of the

trmiblo.- There are political causes of war.
Tho army and navy la a branch of

the'polltlenl government, and the army
And navy want war.
''Men get tired of uselessneas. "Here

- By EDWARD MARSHALL.
AIMED I'renchmen, sick

Frenchmen, Frenchmen with
racked nerves, blinded

Frenchmen all of these hy melan-

choly scores, hundreds, even thou-

sands, havo been pouring Into Paris
io be met by other Frenchmen?
Not those of wh(m I write; y

hundreds of them have been and aru
Kelng met by crisp, able, enthusiastic
rfM8 countrymen and
women of your own and mine.
Americans are doing splendid war
Ifiercy work In Paris, and thus are re-

paying some of the vast debt we owe
to Lafayette, who helped us to win
eXtr Independence when we were n
flttle people with big aspirations, with
more spirit than money and mor

than men.
But It was the hospital that I saw

first, and It Is the hospital of which I
first must write. It Is not called a
hospital, but, In deference to the usunl
French term, "the American Ambu-
lance."

A , Vin VinnA nf tt la Pr T."MmunH T..

fJros, who was horn In San Francisco
irnd flrst studied medicine thero nnd
went to Europo only Intendln? to tnko

to courses. Opportunities
opened beforo him In Paris and he re-

mained, becoming very eminent In
France, but never losing anything of
bl American psychology. Ills beauti
ful wlfn Is the daughter of Oen. Pat
(qn of Kerw;
tnnhole tho
IJTonor conveys
France thtnKH him.

His enthusiasm tor the French In
great war Is quite unbounded, as

indeed Is that of every American
kfnpw who been with them and ob-

served them.
"They have surprised the world,"

Mid. "They havo surprised them

ancestral traits
to them by 1 forebears:

especially is this true of tho Prus-slan- s,

who havo evolved Intq a terrible
which none who hail

them In the pro-w- ar days of
civilization expected of them.
V.'Tho war has given to the observing

American new
of peoples, nnd theso

of;mlne, I think, are accurate, they
nave formed nt a time when
both been lalmrlng under rhe
moat and there-

for been conducting
In that manner which really is natural

we are these many years," they com
plain, "doing nothing. We have been
educated and equipped for war. Wa
are tired of Just showing off; we want
the real thing." One of the great
militarists of Europe is reportrd to
have said the army, "It Is
Just like a big machine. It gets rusty
if you cm not use it."

Satan gloats oyer Idle hands.
officers and gossiping army

and navy circles are a constant menace
to the peace of any nation.

8ecret diplomacy is a fruitful
of misunderstanding among nation.
The statesmen wrlto notes for weeks
or perhaps for years; the tension be-

tween the countries grows greater;
intrlguo breeds rumor; people are
white hot with fear and
uncertainty. Then a pin drops some-
where, and the nations are mobilizing.

if the records of tho correspondence
between the warring nations of Europe
had been published before the war
began instead of after It started there
might hove been no war. The nego
tiations between nations should be
ns open as the sessions of the legis-
latures or the courts. Daylight di-

plomacy would eliminate much bad
feeling between the nations.

There are politicians who would
make war to get votes. Such men arc
undoubtedly In a hopeless minority,
yet the type exists, and In a grave
crisis it must fco reckoned with.

Still this Is not the answer. None
of these things will explain the causes
or great wars like the present strut;
glo in Europe. None of them will ex
plain the campaign for
carried on so effectively In tho news'
papers, schools, colleges and pulpits of
the United States, or tho campaign
for intervention In Mexico that has
been so waged for years
past.

Differences in Ideals, race, language
and religion help to develop hatred.
The military caste, star chamber di-

plomacy and political ambition play
their part In fostering the war spirit,
but they are no; the germs of war.
They ore merely the medium In which
the germs develop.

III. War Business.
War business or business war? There

Is nothing In a name, but there la p.

great deal In the connection that ex-
ists between modern war and modern
business.

The modern war Is a business prop-
osition.

The nation which prepares for war
mobilized munitions, materials, money
and men. The .experience of the pa.t
few months has shown that the hard-s- et

thing to pet Is munitions and the
easiest thing Is men,

Preparedness for war involves mu-
nition shops, woollen mills and stable
credit beforo one regiment can be put
In the field. War y Is largely u
combination of business organization
and applied science. Men are Inci-
dental. They direct tho war machines.

to them. see both the Germans
and the French now wholly off their
guard.

"The German has been considered
ns a finely but firmly balanced indi-
vidual, carefully and rather ly

efficient. The Frenchman
haa been regarded as an excltnble nnd
frequently person, with-
out balance at time of crisis, no mat-
ter how unimportant might the
crisis be.

f if wto. triifmm

They are the "cannon fodder." They
play almost the samo rolo that ma-

chine hands play In an up to duto fac-
tory,

Iiecnuse of the business nature of
up to warfare, business thrives on
a war Just as a Are thrives on fuel.
During peace times buyers are care-
ful; they look the goods over nnd nre
slow In making up their minds. Pence
times are times of calm nnd delibera-
tion. War times nro times of fever.
Men's souls nre nflamo with patriot-
ism, fear, blood lust, hate. "Every-
thing goes In war time," and nt hand-
some prices.

Since the outbreak of the
war wculth has plied up In the United
States nt an unheard of rate. There
have been Immense Increases In the
prices of rubber, copper, lead, zinc,
petroleum, steel and other minerals,
and like Increases In the prices that
manufacturers have been ablo to gut
for their products; the earnings of tho
munition factories have been phenom
enal, as have the dividends paid by
many of the war trade Industries. Ex-
port trade ls at tho highest point In
our history. Tho war in Europe ls tho
greatest boon that American business
has pcrhnps ever experienced.

America Is enjoying real prosperity
phenomenal prosperity. To the

American business world tho war
been a godsend.

War a godsend! ,
Down In tho abyss fcflm which

America ls drawing her countless
millions thero aro other countless
millions. Cannons crash and guns
sputter. Commands, shouts, cries,
curses, screams and groans till the
air. Broken bodies wrltho In agony.
Other bodies He Families arc
torn forever asunder: homes are des-

olated; children nto weeping for their
fathers, wives for their husbands and
mothers for their sons: villages lie In
ashes and cities In ruins.

Pestilence creeps from house to
house, and famine whines at the door.
Death In every hideous shape stalks
through the war torn countries. Na-

tions heap up mnuntnlns of that
must crush Joy out of Europe for fifty
years.

Through the crovlces and the yawn-
ing chasms of this frightful wreckage
tiny yellow rivulets nnd large yellow
streams make their way, forming pools
and little lakes in the hollows. Upon
these we fling ourseves In nn ecstasy
of mad warning nil others back.
and crying. "Protlt! Prollt! Mine!
My very own!"

It Is a proposition with
us. They are anxious to buy. We

Involved
tney guns

public
held hulk th.They have what they wanted and we

have the cash!
That point, exactly. War has

brcomo matter of business. War
profits are large profits. So much
better. will make hay while tho
sun shines'

Those who benefit most immediately
and most directly war
are the makers of the munitions of
war. The rriunltlon makers, more
correctly tho "war makers." depend
for their livelihood on fear, hatred.

war. that
yourself, knew fairly well
peace havo noticed you
have been hero times that

whom you find you
never knew before, but always

know. Well, know him now.
He almost every

Frenchman.
"As'we ore talking great- -

MikmaaaaaaM'

ansvllle, his but- - M s3 V'l '3rimion atZL
message what, TWt,

Ot
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cause

We

date

has
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debt

Joy,
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perfectly reason.
believe tho Hermans truly havo

developed be-

queathed

psychology

opportunity

for

excitement,

regarding

Swag-
gering

expectancy,

preparedness

persistently

uncontrollable

European

commercial

L.

than over fifty nations peace. These
scavengers civilization make hell
earth and then fatten the profits
their frightful tuslness.

A SToup Mexican bandits recently
made a raid a town the United
States, killed United States citizens and
United States soldlera killed them
with rifles and bullets made the
United States. war is declared
morrow between Mexico and the
United States these profit patriots
would sell guns and munitions the
Mexicans as readily as they shipped
rotten meat tho American soldiers
during the Spanish-America- n war.

Their country Is capital. Their re-
ligion' Is profit. Their God is gold.
Yet they cry patriotism a pntheti-cull- y

Ignorant and patient citizenship
which is beginning wonder whether
there not a need for
after alt.

Tho munition makcra the
only business who benefit war.
Tho steel business, the business, the
coal business, tho shoe business, the
woollen business, the meat business,
tho copper business and general busi-
ness pick war times. These
businesses nvertte war,
Somo the men engaged them have
been frank enough to wish publicly
that tho war would last least three
years because would mean much
to American War for the
sake dividends! Prosperity built

murder and rapine!
This Is not the end, however. Eng-

land and Germany not drop Into a
war because the munition
makers wanted contracts, or because

meant better business, but because
competitive business Ls war.

IV-T- he Economics of War.
Economic conflict haa appeared

many forms. the early dawn
history were fighting the fer-
tile valleys tho world the Ganges,
tho Nile, tho Tigris. Kaco after

on tlicsc gnrden spots and
drove or enslaved those who held
them. For history a record

campaigns waged by vigorous
hill tribes against tho more cultured.
ncner ana less vigorous val ev tribes.

Then came the wars over trade
routes and the struggle for the control

seagoing commerce. And now, un-d-

tho dominion Industrial ays-ter- n

ls founded the machine
factory, railroad, the bank and
retail store, comes the Interna-

tional competlflon for foreign markets.
Tho United States, despite "mind

vour business" t.nritiLtna id
sell. Business good. What is It to deeply with the other nationsus whether mawe f world struggle foreign

trenches or put them us nionu- - markets, .lust now "South American
monts tho squares? We trade" L our watchword,
made guns: they bought them, j tiermunv the Rn,,h

Is tho
a

the
Wo

by the business

or

fmmi,

American trade before
land. Belgium France share.
Until recent years business Inter-
ests United States busy
with conquest continent

development American re-
sources they time
bother outside sources Invest
meat profit. Now that

vfefr

misunderstandings

between
be-

tween England

conflict.
fought

between Englnnd

portant resources United States tlons have been They have
under private ancestors: tradl-tro- l.

turning tlons. They fought
Mexico. Waterloo. Despite their relations

preparedness, slaughter, South America. England, Russia France
quivering flesh nations American business Interests have allies, England Germany
There among maKers entered secure their chief antagonists

one nation ( resources I Why?

Brave Part Americans Are Playing in War Mercy
r. Work by Helping France to Stanch Her Wounds

M
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tho

streets has clans: tho American girls and women
traces excitement. who most Its nursing staff

the French people when actual highest American
peril thrc-nten- Is one womanhood. And asldn these

superb things I have which insure bst
ever witnessed. It ls ancestral.

"French bravery, as this war splen-
didly has revealed It, also Is ancestral.
Why dors the Frenchman sacrifice bis
life, almost gnyly, never shrlnklngly,

does? Why those who give
him to his country his parents, his
sweetheart or his wife him with

tragic generosity?
"It Is, both Instances, the In-

fluence tit nn Idea In tho
minds the world's most highly
developed Idealists. Every French
man Is an Ideillst, No matter how
crude or lowly may be, never
thelcss Is idealist
sikld that the worst Frenchmen

In them more idealism than the
best men most other races.'
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I
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Ambulance ami general
i American to relieve suffering.

la ' both In
"America's outpoured generosity has
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how more It Im-
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pocket he Is uncon-
scious, after having his martyr-
dom for 'la'patrle.'

"It much to with quick re-

coveries, and recoveries surely
here than elsewhere.

happiness upon the'faces In the Amer-
ican Ambulance Is In striking contrast

expression on the faces the
conducted other hospitals,

where the authorities refrain
making men too happy, on
theory If they the sufferers
may not too anxious to get to
the flout.

"One curious thine Is the
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devised a system which penults ;in
per cent, of the wounded to have hot
baths dally. Some of those who conm
to us, nfter having ! en In the
trenches perhaps. for months, arrive
In a terrlblo condition.

"Coming tired and worn and dirty
as well as wounded, wo tiy to treat
their weariness, their nerve fatigue
and their lilt It as caicl'ully ns wo Heat
their wnunilH, An astimslilng lool; of
almost Incredulous relief comes to their
faces when a quiet, and good looking
nurse gives them their ilrst intention
after they havo come to us. 1 think
tho good looks and femininity have as
much to do with It ns anything. Ter-
ribly wounded men look up and- - smile,

Prof. Scott Nearing.
:ard" war ' were

so quickly war ! war. nnd
between two friendly nations? Who
would have thought It? Who but the
students of the competition
nations for tho world's markets.

V. The Wolf Struggle of
Nations.

Two hundred years ago France was
the leading the world. The
English developed the factory system
nnd pushed France out of flrst place.
Tho supremacy of Franco ended In
ISIS, with the Napoleonic wars.

For hundred years Englnnd has
been the Btipreme Industrial nnd com-
mercial nntlon. It only during the
past forty years that Germany has
come to the front. Her rise has been
spectacular, however.

Armrd with her Industrial, social,

of England In tho fields of
commcrco und finance. England knew
and understood the danger; Germany
saw real foe. It was for
reason that England and Germany
flew at one another's throats.

England was tho first to de-
velop tho modern system of competi-
tive factory Industry. Her capitalists
owned resources nnd machines.
They hired workers, paid less In
wages than created In product
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The Terms of Peace.
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drove England nnd Germany into war npre resolve that wd' .....

will drive the States to war vote energy, uttr our b.
with the victor In the European con- - to the work of destrojlng the
fllct. no matter which nation "f war. Joining u. d. ' re

The American papers talk glibly now that:
of sympathy with English Ideals. - War mti- -t go- - He..

they hate. Therefore they f"rth all munitions shall be made ij
arc pro-All- "10 government.

Thev forget that the Czar ls also - War mun go! In
pro-All- y and Czarlsm Is as repellent war from this day forward every i

to American and English Ideals as bodied man In the Htat.s w

Kalserlsm ever promised to be. Tho h put on the Government p.i r ,

United States has foucht two wars f 17 a ami rent, interest d v.- -

educatlonal and efficiency, she with England und been on tho vergo "ends and will ceate tint.! i'i.
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